
THE PERFORMING ARTS CURRICULUM AT 
SANDYMOOR OA: YEAR 8

Understanding our cultural heritage, building confidence and promoting wellbeing through practice in 
communication, presentation and appreciation

Yea
r 9

AUTUMN TERM

SPRING TERM

To recognise, perform and create African music with an understanding of musical conventions 
and processes

SUMMER TERM

Stylised and 
Abstract Form 
and Structure

Checkpoint two key 
scenes from Ravi’s story .

End Point Stylised physical theatre piece 
rehearsed and presented as a performance.ABSTRACT THEATRE

Drawing on Tales from Other Cultures including real life 
accounts; Creating meaning through visual images, 
controlled movement, action and dialogue

WORLD THEATRE:
AFRICA AND INDONESIA

Understand and recognise the key 
features of Indonesian Theatre, the 
role of the West African storyteller-
musician Jali /Griot. 

Checkpoint Mask: Puppet design 
presented to the class with 
justification and K&U of Wayang Kulit
traditions.

End Point Performance of a  West 
African folk tale

WORKING WITH TEXT: 
MELODRAMA

Explores the specific theatrical form which though serious 
in intent was sensationalist and led to the development of 
many key features of modern comedy and modern crime 
drama.

Checkpoint: shared 
rehearsal of a scene 
from the given 
extract

End Point Performance of the rehearsed extract in costume

Maria Marten: The Murder 
in the Red Barn;
Heroes and Villains; Status; Mime, Movement and Gesture; The Perils of 
Pauline

INDONESIA: Wayang Kulit, 
Thai Hun Lakorn Lek

Abstract form; 
non-linear 
structure; 
symbolism; 
stylised
movement

Understand how the classroom keyboard is used and played;
Practicing pieces of keyboard music to build skills and understanding of reading music and 
playing an instrument using correct posture, fingering and accuracy of pitch and rhythm

How music can enhance the visual images and dramatic impact of film and can 
reflect the emotional and narrative messages of the drama.

.

How timing is a crucial factor in the composition and 
performance of music for film.

To explore different rhythmic processes used in African music – cyclic rhythms, 
polyrhythms, syncopation and call and response and apply these to own composition and 
performance activities

Performing melodies in the treble clef without note names

Performing a Round on Keyboards from Staff Notation.  

Perform the James bond theme

Compose music for a horror film 

Performing syncopated rhythms

Perform two rhythms from The Hatsiatsia before creating 
your own.


