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At Sandymoor School we aim to identify and break down any potential
barriers to learning for students with or without SEND (Special Educational
Needs and Disabilities). This is achieved through early identification,
appropriate support and intervention throughout their school careers.

Children and young people with SEN all have learning difficulties or
disabilities that make it harder for them to learn than most children and
young people of the same age. These children and young people may need
extra or different help from that given to others.

If your child’s first language is not English, does that mean they have a
learning difficulty? The law says that children and young people do not have
learning difficulties just because their first language is not English, although,
of course, some of these children and young people may have learning
difficulties as well. Many children and young people will have SEND of some
kind at some time during their education.

At Sandymoor School | We have a great Higher Needs Team on hand to

we are an inclusive support our students.

school. We have a

nurture room, known as The Orchard. Within the Orchard, small group
interventions take place; some examples of these are: idl dyslexia
intervention, Numbershark to improve understanding and use of numbers;
Dance Mat Touch Typing; Anger Management and Bespoke Literacy and
Numeracy programmes. There is also additional support such as, Emotional
Wellbeing, Sensory Programmes, Lego Therapy and Art Therapy. We are
currently working towards becoming a National Nurturing School Award.

For more information about Higher Needs at Sandymoor School:
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http://www.sandymoorschool.org.uk/?page_id=824
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Broad areas of need

Children and young people with SEND may need extra help because of a range of needs and these fit into
four broad areas of SEND:

Communicating and interacting — for example, where young people have speech, language and
communication difficulties which make it difficult for them to make sense of language or to understand
how to communicate effectively and appropriately with others.

Cognition and learning - for example, where young people learn at a slower pace than others their
age, have difficulty in understanding parts of the curriculum, have difficulties with organisation and
memory skills, or have a specific difficulty affecting one particular part of their learning performance such
as in literacy or numeracy

Social, emotional and mental health difficulties — for example, where young people have difficulty
in managing their relationships with other people, are withdrawn, or if they behave in ways that may
hinder their and other children’s learning, or that have an impact on their health and wellbeing

Sensory and/or physical needs — for example, young people with visual and/or hearing impairments,
or a physical need that means they must have additional ongoing support and equipment

Where to go for help if you think your child has SEND?

School is often where SEND are first identified; if we do identify that your child has SEND, we will
contact you and discuss with you what support we can offer your child. If you think your child has SEND,
we ask you to talk to us so that we can discuss any concerns you have, and tell you what will happen next.
There are other sources of information, advice and support you can access such as:

« Halton local authority’s information, advice and support service
« Your doctor, or other local child health services

« Charities and other organisations that offer information, advice and support. You should be able to find
information about these from Halton’s local authority’s Local Offer

At Sandymoor, we use a graduated approach to support pupils with
SEND Flow Chart SEND. This involves a cycle of actions, which may become more
intensive in its content as it is Fepeated. Our graduated response cycle

Here is a flow chart showing the steps we take to support children with SEMD. We only mowve from follows a faur—step sg.rstem First we assess a pLIpi|'S needs and then we

one-step to another if a child still needs more support and is not making sufficient progress. Ifa

child makes excellent progress, we may decide fo move back a step. plan to meet those needs. Next, we do what we have planned and then
we review what has happened before we begin the process again.
Step 1 — Initial Concern 1. assess

Parenis and’or teachers raise concems about a child. Concems are
discussed between parents or carers and class teacherHNSS. The
ESEMCO will be made awsare of these eardy concems.

2. plan
3 & >
4. review

Step 2 — Teacher Adapts.
The class teacher adapts work and/or re-organises classrocom support

to help the child make better progress. Assess Plan
Step 3 - SLP To find out exactly In detail, what to do,
A child's needs sre sssessed in detsil and an SLP (ISandymeoar what  the  child how it will happen and
i Passport) is developed with the F CO. School needs next. what we expect the
resources andior expertise may be assigned to deliver the SLP and child to achieve from
from now onmwards we will use 8 gredusted approsch to meeting it

«children’s needs (see next section).

Step 4 — TAC -
The SEMCO amanges a TAC (Team Around the Child) meeting and Review Do
invites parents and outside specislists to come along and help us fo Evaluate progress Do what we have
carmy out & Pre-CAF (Common Assessment Framework). We need lots. against planned planned to do.
of information from parents at this stage to help us to fully understand ocutcomes
the child. The informsation we collect, helps us fo plan wery closely fo :

meef the needs of children. Flans made will be reviewed through
another TAC/CAF meeting and we will all decide what to do next. At
this point, we may decide to put referrals into the LA for specislist
teschers or other external specialists.
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Step § — Education and Health Care Plan/fEnhanced Provision

If eweryone at step 4 has agreed if, we will apply for an EHCP
{Education and Heslth Care Flan) or Enhanced Provision Funding from
the Halton LA The EHCF replaces the old “Statement of Specisl
Educational Needs" and is where the LA assesses a child's needs and
gives the school extra resources to help us to support that child's
learning and development. This procass takes arcund 20 weeks from
start to finish.

If a child is not making sufficient progress, then we may involve other
agencies or specialists in the process to ensure that we have the best
possible advice.
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Step 6 — EHCP is in place
Once we have the EHCFP, parents will have a copy and have chance to
come into school to discuss it so that they know exactly what is going to
happen. The EHCF/Enhanced Provision will be reviewed st least once &
{school) year and everyone that supports the child (including the child
and his or her parentsf/carers) will be involved in the review to make
sure that the Plan is working well

The flow chart mentions that wa have a gradusted spproach to managing provision for pupils with
SEMD.




